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medical officers has come to my knowledge, but on the contrary they
Lave been faitbful and zealous in the performance of duty, and the
wounded have been promptly removed from the field to the hospitals,
The new system of ambulance organization has been more or less com-
pletely carried into effect in all the corps and has worked well. The
character of the wounds in the cases of those brought to the hospitals
was of an unusually grave character, much of the firing being at short
range. Of the 1,388 wounded brought fo the hospitajs 131 died within
forty-eight hours. There were eighty-eight capital amputations in
cases brought to the hospitals from the battles of the 16th and 19th of
March. A number of these, in the Twentieth Corps, were carried in
ambulances over very rough roads the day following the battle, and
yet, when I saw them a few days ago at the hospital tents in an open
field, I think I have never seen so many men with amputations doing
go well in the most elaborately arranged hospital. Every year’s expe-
rience tends to prove the advantage of treating wounded men in tents,
where they can enjoy the ventilation almost of the open air. The San.
itary Commission was prompt in furnishing many luxuries to the hos-
pitals which they had no other meaus of obtaining, The subjoined
tabular statement will give a summary of sickness, casnalties, &o.:
Strength of commard, 65,000; average daily number of sick, 1,620
total number wounded, 1,368; died from wounds, 130; sent to rear, 685;
total nomber wounded and sick on arrival at Goldsborough (approx-
imate}, 2,888, These in the above table reported as sent to the rear
were gent from Fayetteville to Wilinington, except the wounded from
Rivers’ Bridge, who were sent to Beautort. As far as I have been
informed there is no case of a sick or wounded man being left on the
way. When the army cast locse from everything in the rear on the
campaign from Atlanta to Savannah, probably oneof the gravest objec-
tions to it in the minds of both officers and men was the dread of being
left, in case of sickness or wound, in the hands of their enemies. But
on neither thaf campaign nor this one has this fear been realized, except
in the case of two men from the Right Wing, who had compound
fractures of the thigh and were left in friendly hands in Georgia. In
short, the facility with which an army can subsist in all the settled
portions of the Confederacy, while at the same time destroylng the food
and forage indispensable to the support of its armies, has demonstrated
the feasibility of a mode of warfare that six months ago was deemed
chimerical and hazardous, and undoubtedly has had an important influ-
ence in bringing the war to its present cheerful aspect,

I hiave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

INO, MOORE,
Surgeon, U, 8, Army, Med. Dir. Mil. Div. of the Mississippi.,
Maj, Gen. W, T, SHERMAN,
Commanding Military Division of the Mississippi.

|Indorsement.}

HEADQUARTERS DIVISION MISSiSSIPPI,
Goldsborough, N. C., April 10, 1365.
Iinvite special attention to this very interesting report of Surgeon
Moore, U. 8, Army, who has been with the army as medical director
since the beginning of the campaign. He confirms by his experience
and judgment what 1 know to be the ease, that armies may operate in
the Southern States the whole year round. The health, spirit, and tone
of the men are always better in motion than when still. I also call
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attention to the figures of Surgeon Moore. The number of wm_mde_d
men i’ much less than the aggregate reported by the colonels of regi-
ments, who naturally report slight wounds that do not cowe to the
knowledge of surgeons, to make the best showing of hard fighting. I
cheerfully bear testimony to the skill and professional merits of the
medical officers with this army. Quiet, industrious, and most skillful,
they attend the wounded almost on the skirmish line, move them to
the field hospitals, and afterward transport them with & care that
i m 1 honor.
entitles them fo 2l W. T. SEERMAN,

Major-General,

No. 9.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Oliver 0. Howard, U. 8. Armty, commanding
Army of the Tennessee, or Eight Wing.

Hpgrs. MILITARY JNIVISION OF THE MISSISSIPPI,
In the Field, Goldsborough, N. C., April 9, 1865,

Maj. Gen. Hf. W, HALLECK,
Ohief of Staff, Washington:

GENERAL: I now have the honor to send herewith the report of
Maj. Gen. Q. O. Howard, commanding Right Wing, with those of his
two corps commanders, Generals Logan and Blair. These are all fall
and clear, with full statistical tables. [ indorse the recommendations
made by them for the well-earned promotions of the officers therein
named, Thiscompletes the official reports of the campaign from Savan-
nah to Goldsborough, aud if they fail in the proper details and
arrangement of parts you must attribute it to the fact that every
moment of our time since reaching Goldsborough has been employed
in preparation for what is to follow. To-morrow at daybreak the whole
artny will be in motion on Raleigh.

I have the honor to Le, your obedient servant,
W. T. SHERMAN,
Major-General, Commanding,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,

Goldsborough, N. O, April 1, 1865,
Major: I have the honor to submif the following report ol oper-
ations of the Army of the Tennessee, constituting the Right Wing of
General Sherman's army, for the campaign from Savannah, Ga., to

Goldsborough, N, C,:* o )
On the 1st day of January of this year the general-in-chief, Major-
General Slierman, laid before me the plan that he proposed for the com-
ing campaign. The part assigned to me contemplated the moving of a
whole or a part of the Right Wing to Beaufort, 8. C., to occapy Poco-
taligo by the 15th of January, while the Left Wing crossed the Savan-
nah at Sister’s Ferry and moved to Robertsville, Iexpressed my fear
that it wonld be impossible to transport my whole force in the time
required, whereupon the general decided that one corps would be
sufficient, and that the rest could cross the Savannah and form a junc-
tion with me at Pocotaligo after I had occupied that place. With this
anderstanding Special Field Orders, No, 1, were issued from your head-
quarters. I set about the work at once, procuring assistance in the

* For maps accompanying this report; see Plate LXXVI, wmap 3; Plate LXXI1X,
maps 2 nnd 3; Plate CXX, map 2, of the Atlas,
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town ; also at the depot to prevent the enemy from moving away any
more trains. A8 50on ad the bridge could be brought up Capt. C. B,
Reese, the chief engineer, threw u bridge across the Saluda under the
cover of General Hazen’s division. At first the enemy’s skirmishers
gave a little trouble, but our sharpshooters scon drove them back to a
less dangerous distance. The mounnted infantry crossed the Saluda
first, supported by some infantry of General Hazen's division, and
pushed on rapidly, driving the enemy across the Broad River. The
attempt was to save the bridge, but it failed, since the bridge had been
covered with resin and light wood in such manner as to burst instan-
taneously into a flame, and this occurred even before all the rebel cav-
alrg had passed over. The remnant escaped northward.

General Logan continued the crossing of his corps daring the night,
whilst he Q1rectgd General Woods’ division to effect 8 crossing of the
Broad. Lieut. Col. William Tweeddale, commanding engineers, under-
took to get a rope across just above the bridge in order to make a tem-
porary ferry. The current was so exceedingly swift, and the river so
wide, that it was very difficult to get the rope to the other shore; finally
he drew over a light cord obtained at the factory, and by means of it
suceeeded in establishing the rope ferry about 3 a. m., when General
Woods sent over boat load after boat load of troops, until he had sne-
ceeded in ferrying over Colonel Stone’s entire brigade. The place where
they landed was not the firm ground, but a sort of muddy dike, beyond
which there were deep ravines now partially filled with water. The
whole bank was covered with wood and thick underbrush, Under thia
cover the rebels kept a strong skirmish line and fought with as much
obstinacy as at any other point. Our artillery situated on a high bluff
and our skirmishers up and down the river aided the brigade thrown
over. Colonel Stone gradually extended his skirmish line and then
moved forward up the east bank, sweeping everything before him,
Several prisoners were taken during the advance. About 10 a. m. the
mayor of Columbia, with s flag of truce, met Oolonel Stone and formally
surrendered the city to him. The general-in-chief had instructed me to
destroy certain public buildings, but to spare institutions of learning,
asylums, and private dweilings. I transmitted these inatructions to
Maj. Gen. John A.Logan whose troops were to have charge of the city.
He directod Major-General Woods to place snitable guards. As spon
as the bridge was completed I crossed with General Sherman and rode
to the town with him, a distance of about three miles. The grouna was
dry, the wind blowing hard, so that the dust almost blinded us.

A8 we entered the city the negroes and many white people collected
at the corners of the streets and greeted the general with loud cheering.
In the main street was a large quantity of cotton partially consumed
by fire. Bome men were at work trying to extingnish the fire with a
very poor engine. We remarked that the loose cotton waa blown about
iu every direction, and the shade trees were so completely covered with
bits of cotton as to remind me of a grove in Maine after a snow storm.
The guards were carefully established in different streets, and seemed
to be attending to their duty very faithfully. I noticed a few men
under the intluence of liquor, and immediately directed that they should
be placed under gnard, I havebeen thus particular in narrating these
preliminary incidents, because there followed one of the most terrific
scenes that 1 have ever withessed, and we are charged by the rebels
with its inception. Thinking everything was very orderly, and the
city police in the best of hands, I selected a house and hoped to get a
little rest. But it was hardly dark before a fire broke out in the
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vicinity of Main street, and spread rapidly. I learned, moreover, that
quantities of liquor had been given to the soldiers by certain peopla
who hoped in this manner to conciliate them and_get their protection,
and it is certainly true that many of our men and some of our officers
were too much under the influence of drink to allow them to properly
discharge their duty. Strenuous efforts, however, were made to arrest
the flames. General Woods sent in a fresh brigade, and afterward
General Hazen atill another. During the night I met Generals Logan,
‘Woods, and other general officers, and they were taking every possible
measure to step the fire and prevent disorder. Nevertheless some
escaped prisoners, conviets from the penitentiary just broken open,
army followers, and drunken soldiers ran through house after house,
and were doubtless guilty of all manner of villanies, and it is these men
that 1 presume set new fires farther and farther to the windward in the
northern part of the city, Old men, women, and children, with every-
thing they could get out, were Lerded together in the streets. Atsome
places we found officers and kind-hearted soldiers protecting families
from the insults and roughness of the carelesa,

Meanwhilo the fiames made fearfol ravages and magnificent residences
and churches were consumed in a very few minutes. After about two-
thirds of the city, all the business part of the town, including the old
State House, had been destroyed, the wind shifted to the east and the
fire wag stayed. The next morning showed very little of Columbia
oxcept a blackened swifuce peopled with numerous chimneys and an
occasional house that had been spared asif by a miracle. I believe
that the rebels, who blew up the depot, seattered the cotton over the
city, and set fire to it,and took no reasonable precaution to prevent the
destruction of Col um’bia., are responsible for the suffering of the peeple.
Neither the general-in.chief nor any ot his lientenants have ever sanc-
tioned any conduct zo evidently against the dictates of humanity.
The Seventeenth Corps followed the Fifteenth across the Baluda and
Broad and encamped outside of the clty to the northeast. The Fifteenth
Corps encamped to the east and south, except the garrison of the city.

During the 18th and 19th the command remained in the vicinity of
Columbia and were engaged in destroying the public buildings, such as
the railroad depot, the arsenals, machiue shops, armory with a large
quantity of machinery, a powder mill that had everything in runaing
order, three large store-houses for ammunition and ordnance stores, &c.
A list of the ordnance and ordpance stores destroyed or made use of
from Columbis will be attached to this report. While the men were
removing the shells from the arsenal to the river a terrible accident
oceurred. A percussion shell was carelessly thrown down the bank
amongst others when it exploded, killing and wounding some 15 men
from General John E, Smitl's division, The railroad was destroyed
southward completely as far as Mill Creek by the commands of Gen-
erals Hazen and Corse. General Corse continued the work as far as
Cedar Creek, and his mounted men barned the trestle-work and forced
the enemy to destroy the railroad bridge across the Wateree. Theread
was completely destroyed for fifteen miles and partially for forty.
Meanwhile General Blair was at work upon the railroads northward,

Monday, February 20, the command commenced its march northward,
General Logan’s column made a detonr, via Roberts’ Cross-Roads and
Muddy Springs, his head of column reaching Rice Creek. General
Blair followed the railroad, destroying it as he went, having made
a maveh of fifteen or sixteen miles. The next day General Blair con-
tinued the same work to within five or six miles of Winnsborough, and
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the Fifteenth Corps encamped with two columns, one at Harrison'’s
Cross-Roads and the other at Longtown. My headguarters were at
Harrison’s Cross-Roads, The next day the Fifteenth Corps moved in
two columns to the vieinity of Peay’s Ferry. General Blair continued
the destruction of the railroad to Winnsborough, where he joined the
work of the Twentieth Corps, and then closed up to Poplar Spring
Post-Office. The work of laying the bridge across the Wateree com-
menced at 1 p. m. Our crossing at that point did not seem to beauntici.
pated. Here we found the country high and reolling and the banks of
the river guite steep. General Logan crossed two of his divisions affer
the completion of the bridge.

Thursday, the 23d of February, the Fifteenth Corps reached Flat
Rock with its head of column. The Seventeenth Corps crossed the
river and encamped near Liberty Hill with the mounted infantry at
Russell Place, My headquarters, with one brigade for guard, took an
intermediate position near Patterson’s Cross-Roads, fore General
Blair completed his crossing of the Wateree & heavy rain commenced
and continued all the following night and the nextday. The 80il which
was hard during fair weather, became slippery and muddy, so that it
was with extreme difficulty that the teams were worked up the stecp
hills. The 24th General Blair continued his march via Russell Place,
and, finding a straight road from Russell Flace to Flat Roek, he under-
took that route, but getting into an impassable quicksand was obliged
to turn back and move farther sonth, His head of column at night
was about five miles from Flat Rock. Meanwhile General Logan had
moved the Fifteenth Corps in three columnus, one, via McDowell's Mill,
to a point between Williams’ and West’s Cross-Roads, and the left col-
omn by an upper route to the same point, and the right column, con-
sisting of two divisions, to a point on SBaunders’ Creek. The rain and
bad roads had prevented the complete accomplishment of each order
of march, 8o that the troops were somewkat scattered. The conntry,
after passing Flat Rock, was for the most part sandy, with pine forests,
filled with namerous roads and cross-roads. The rebel cavalry here
annoyed us considerably, capturing some of our foragers and a few
wagons from General John E. Smith's division. The next day, Feb-
raary 25, the Fifteenth Corps continued substantially in the same posi-
tion, except that the right columzn closed up to within abount twelve or
thirteen miles of Tiller’'s Bridge. Two regiments of General Corse’s
division had entered Camden en route and destroyed a quantity of cot-
ton and publicstores. Afterward aparty of mounted men, under charge
of Captain Duncan, by my direction deatroyed the Camden bridge and
depot and a guantity of cotton.

The Seventeenth Corpsreached Hough’s Bridge over the Little Lynch.
The pontoon train with its gnard closedl up to the vicinity of Williams’
Oross-Roads. During the day General Logan had sent forward hia
mounted infantry with instructions to secure Tiller’s Bridge. They
surprised and captured a camp of about 100 rebel militia, partly armed
and partly not.

The next day, the 26th, General Blair moved to Youngs Bridge,
across the Lynek, and General Logan marched in two columns, one to
Tiller’s Bridge and the other to Kelly’s Bridge.

My headquarters were with the central column. The Lynch was
fringed with the nsmal swamps. The bridges across the main creek
were saved, but owing to the freshet the water had risen so as to flood
the couniry for nearly a mile ontside the river bed.
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At Tiller’s Bridge General Corse had two brigades wade the creek
immediately upon his arrival, and a few wagons succeeded in getfing
over. At Kelly’s Bridge General Hazen did much the same thing,
sending over a part of his infantry and a few wagons. General Corse
had hardly reached the mainland when the foragers and skirmishers
were flercely assaulted by Butler’s cavalry.

The assanlt was sturdily et and repulsed, with a loss to the rebels
of several killed and wounded. I saw a nwmber of horses of the enemy
killed. Thewaterroseduringthe nightupward of two feet,and rendered
the crossing impassable exeept by bridging. 1lad dispatched the same
day Captain Duncan, with all the available mounted men that I conld
raise at my headquartecs, about sixty in number, with instructions to
penetrate as far as the Charleston and Florence Railroad, and break
that road by burning some one of the bridges west of Florence, While
at Peay’s Ferry news had come of the evacnation of Charleston, The
news was corroborated by prisoners taken at Tiller’s Bridge. Lienten-
ant MeQueen, my chief of scouts, accompanied Captain Duncan with a
cipher message, which he undertook to send through to Charleston.
Captain Duncan crossed below Kelly’s Bridge, and had reached Monnt
Elon Post-Office, where he was followed by quite a large force of rebel
cavalry, considerably outnumbering his company. Oathe approach of
this force he held his command well in hand and fought them desper-
ately. The commander, Colonel or Brigadier-General Aiken, and some
6 or 7 of his men were killed, and 50 or 60 reported wounded.

Captain Duncan had two killed and three or four wounded, inclnd-
ing Lieutenant McQueen, very severely. Duncan drove the enemy
from the field, but, thinking that he had met with too much opposition
for his small force, taroed back and reached my headguarters the next
day. The 27th of February it rained all day. General Blair put his
entire corps at work and succeeded in bridging the approaches td the
main stream and crossed part of his command just at evening. Gen-
eral Logan had a footbridge constructed from mainland to mainland.
The pontoon was put down on the west side; sowme of the bad places
were filled up with brick: other points corduroyed under water, the
cordurey being pinned down. Butevery effort at this point was bafled
by new difficulties. We did not succeed in getting over any wagons,
The water, however, was subsiding slowly. The next day, the 28th of
February, the bridging at Tillersville was continued, and a few wagons
and apimals crossed with great difficuity. General Bazen had com-
menced s plank bridge, promising to have a good one completed ecarly
the next day. March 1 the water had subsided so much that a road-
way completely practicable was finished by noon at Tiller’s Bridge,
while at Kelly’s General Hazen finished his plank bridge about 3.30
p- 0., of nearly ahalf milein extent, But owing to the want of sufficient
breadth of the trestles, and their resting upon a quicksand, the bridge
racked over under the weight of heavy wagons, and part of it had
to be reconstructed. 1 accompanied two of General Hazen's leading
brigades as far as Kellytown, The accident at the bridge prevented
the remainder of Hazen’s column from getting up, We found the
country at this point very rich, furnishing plenty of provisions for the
horses and men.

March 2, General Logan concentrated his command near New Market,
excepiing Corse’s division, ten miles above, at Rocky Ford, Black Creek.
Near night General Logan moved Corse’s division forward to the
intersection of the New Market road. With my headquarters I crossed
thecolumns and encamped near Rocky Ford, General Blair had meved
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Col. James Wilson, provost-marshal-general; Col. J. T. Conklin, chief

guartermaster; Lient. Col. William E, Strong, assistant inspector-gen.

eral; Lieut, Col..D, Remick, chief commissary; Maj. T. W. Osbo
chief of artillery; Maj. E. Whittlesey, judge-advocate aud commandan

of camp; Capt. C. B. Reese, chief engineer; Capt. D. H. Buel, chief -

ordnance officer; Oapt. E. P. Pearson, jr., chief commissary of musters;
Capt. F. W. Gilbreth, aide-de-camp; Capt. P. A. Taylor, chief signal
officer; Capt. A. M. Van Dyke, assistant adjutant-general; First Lient,
J. P. Sampson, Signal Corps, U. 8. Army; First Lieut, William N,
Taylor, First Illinois Light Artillery, acting aide-de-camp; Firat Lieat,

Amos Stickney, Engineer Corps, U. 8. Army; First Lieut. John A. .

Mills, acting assistant quartermaster; Lieaf. Joseph A. Sladen, acting
assistant adjutant-general; Asst. Surg, D. L. Huntington, U. 8. Army,
assistant medical director; Actg. Asst Surg. L L. Hoover, U. 8. Army,
staff and escort surgeon,

1 feel deeply grateful to every member of my staff meuntioned above,
and shall make in their behalf special recommendations to the War
Department and to the State authorities for their advancement.

Lieutenant-Colonel Howard, my senior aide, was for the first time
during active work necessarily separated from we at SBavannah, and
unable to resume his place during the campaign as commuanication was
severed on his arrival at Beaufort.

Capt, Samuel L. Tagg&rt Las conducted the business at Beaunfort,
8. C., to my entire satistaction.

1 cannot close this report without specially commending the commia-
sary department of the army. Lientenant-Colonel Remick, chief com-
mijssary, and his assistants, the division commisaaries, have been inde-
fatigable in securing & proper distribution of what has been taken from
the conniry, and ranning mills night and day whenever it was possible
in order to furnish the command with meal end fiour.

The nature of the country has been particularly unfavorable for sig-
naling, as it was flat, swampy, and very woody for the most part. The
signal officers, however, have rendered me no little assistance in the
eollection of supplies, making special reconnaissances and cheerfully
doing any other duty that I called upon them to do.

Lieutenant McQueen was designated as my chief of scouts. Heis
universafly beloved, and it filled us all with extreme regret to be
obliged, on aceount of his woand, to leave him behind.

The services of Oaptain Duncan, of the Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry,in
the way of reconnoitering and seouting have been invaluable to me,
Capt. J. L. King, commanding my escort company, was always ready
for any enterprise. Capt. E, N. Carpenter, Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry,
escaping from prison apd joining my staff at Columbia, rendered me
great assistance on the march to Fayetteville, where the way was
opened to rejoin his own command, I mentioned the cordial and
prompt co-operation of Admiral Dahlgren, Major-General Foster, and
their officers in the body of my report. I renew my thanks to them.
Brevet Major-General Saxton and hig officers gave us a hearty welcome
to Beaufort, and rendered us every assistance in the way of supplies,
eamyp, and guarters.

While 1 entertain great admiration for the officers and men to whom
we owe so much, I cannot fail to recognize and acknowledge the hand
of God in all our suceess and to express the eonviction that He is con-
ducting us steadily and surely through this mighty revolution. It is
by being and acting coincident with His mighty purposes that we shall
finally prevail,
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Appended to this repert will be found a statistical record of the
amount of captures, property destroyed, and casaalties. Accompany-
ing it please notice the reports of the chief of artillery, chief engineer,
medical director, chief of orduance, and that of the provost-marshal.
general.

Miles marched 4683
Average per day of whole time......... 8.19
Average per day of actual marching. -.. 13.23
Casualties: .
Killed, wounded, and missing.......ccoooiieeenaraccnnenenennsarsanas
Prisoners coptured..coee-varrens cocccrrsvraressssaraaanserets seraae 1, 47
Bubsistence stores captured:
Breadstufls . ... o .. cirei e neea s pot&nds. . g‘??, 000
o....

OFD «vvmmmcvcrncmnnsnrssusmansssnesasasasasessarmenasaenres-00,... ¢, 867,326
T L R de.... 2,785,721
Ordpance and ordnance stoves captured and destroyed:
Pieces of BIULrF . oo vt it iinn e aiecers trc e aim e rs e e 87
Gun earriages and Cai8BONS.. ... riciiiiier i,
Riflon and muskets ... ..o ..uoueveaae ciiait cvsnsste imninn e tara e 929
Cutlasses &DA BEDELB ... ...vvnanemncnsanns cnassomncocnnaauns “5
Artillery ammunition ...
Ammnnition for small-arme. .. ... .covrniiiiiirrrrcin e neena

B - £ 1 A P

Property captuted:

oraes

T
Property destroyed :

Cotton (about)..vee e oo il . 2

215 -

Cars 80d BOEINES ... i e e

Car wheels .....ceevrneccuenscnencenonnnse- .-

L g
Wagony and vehicles for refugees ........oiiciini i iii i
Hornes ond MNIeS ..o . iivie i icnaeevamcnnaseancrntsrsennmrsasrsasnnannnns
Bridging and corduroying:
Bridges laid _......o ool
Bridginglaid........c. oo
Corduroying

I have the honor o be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. 0. HOWARD,
Major-General, Commanding.

o,
232 JEE

Maj. L. M. DAYTOR,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Military Division of the Mississippi.

WasHINGTOR, D. C., May 17, 1865.
Masor: I have the honor to submit the following report of oper-
ations:
During the rest of sixteen days at Goldsborough, just the length of
time promised by the general-in-chief, the army was completely
14 R R—VOL XLVII, PT I
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Casnalties: Attached to this report will be found a complete list of

killed, wounded, and missing, and of prisoners, and a report ot deserters,
In conclusion, I would add that efforta are now being made to equip
the batteries in the most effective manner for another campaign, and I

trust will be found ready when again cailed upon to advance upon the

euemy.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM., H. ROSS,
Yieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Artillery.

Maj. T. W, OspoRrnN,
Chief of Avtillery, Department and Army of the Tennessee.

No., 47.

Report of Maj. Gen. Frank P. Blair, jr., U. 8. Army, commanding Sev-
enteenth Army Corps, of operations January 2-March 24.

HEADQUARTERY SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS,
Goldsborough, N. (., April 1, 1865,

I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of
the Seventeenth Army Corps during the recent campaign from Savau-
nah, Ga., to Goldsborough, N. C.:

On the 2d of January, in accordance with Special Orders, No. 7,
leadquarters Army and Department of the Tennessee, preparations
were made for moving thizs corps to Beaufort, 8. C., via Thunderbolt,
and thence by army transports and navy vessels to Beaufort, 8. C. A
wharf or dock was built at Thunderbolt to facilitate the embarkation
of the troops and train. The First Division, Major-General Mower
commanding, commenced embarking on the morning of the 3d of Janu-
ary, followed by the Third and Fourth Divisions. The transportation
of the troops waa completed on the 7th of January, but, in ¢onsequence
of the very limited capacity of the steamers assigned, the transporta-
tion of the wagons, horses, &ec., was very slow, and it was not uutil the
morning of the 12th of January that the last of cur transportation was
disembarked. On the 13th of Junuary the command moved out via
Port Royal Ferry toward Pocotaligo. A boat expedition, under com-
m:nd of Lieutenant-Oolonel Kirby, was successful in sccuring the
crossing at the ferry and covering the laying of a pontoon bridge GOG
feet in length, which was completed before daylight, at which time the
commanid again moved forward, the Third Division in advance, fol-
lowed by the Fourth and First Divisions. The enemy, consisting of
one regiment of cavalry and three pieces of artillery, was first encount-
ered at a small stream about five miles from the ferry, in a strongly
intrenched position. One brigade of the Third Division was imme-
diately detached and turned their position, when they fell back rapidly
on the direct road to Pocotaligo. OUne brigade of the Third Division,
under the personal direction of General Leggett, was then detached to
move on a road about three miles to theright, for the purpose of turning
them out of another strongly intrenched position on Steny Creek, which
movement was a perfect success, and caused the enemy to fall back te
his main works at Pocotaligo, from which they opened a heavy fire of
artillery and musketry. The skirmishers moved forward through an
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ost impassable awawyp or flooded rice-field to within musket-range
his works, About this time it became so dark that further move-
ants were impossible.
Barly on the (ollowing morning (January 15) it was discovered that
p.enemy had evacuated their works at this point, and alse in front
F General Hatcl’s command, about five miles below. The command
encamped and positions intreuched on all roads leading north-
prtheast and northwest from this station. On the 16th an expedition
a8 sent, to open communication with the Fifteenth Army Corps, which
was supposed to be en route for this point vin Union Canseway and
New River bridge, but in consequence of the enemy’s cavalry being in
§ too great force they were compelled to return without effecting the
yject. On the morning of the 20th the First Division, Major-General
ower commanding, started upon an expedition to Salkehatehie bridge
r the purpose of surprising, and, if possible, captoring a portion of
#he force, consisting of about 3,000 infantry and cavalry and one bat-
of artillery, stationed at that point. From information derivedfrom
oes aml deserters we were led to believe that the river was ford-
6 at a point about thres miles above the bridge, but upon the arrival
f of the command at that peint they discovered that in consequence of
‘the late heavyrains there was from twelveto fifteen feet of waterin the
yiver, Not being provided with beats it was found to be impracticable
40 effect a crossing without attracting the attention of the enemy, 8o
g tho expedition retnrned the same night. From the 20th to the 30th of
‘January nothing of any partieular interest occarred, with the excep-
#on of an unimportant demonstration made against Salkehaichie
bridge ou the 23d by the First Division, On the 30th the command
pved out and encamped on the river road about six miles from Poeco-
igo. On the following morning General Foree, with two regiments
from his division, made a demonstration at the river just shove the
railroad bridge.
o February 1,the command moved forward in the direction of Rivers’
Briage, Ninth Illinois Mounted Infautry in the advance, skirmishing
‘heavily with the rebel cavalry. We moved forward rapidly to Whippy
Swamp, which we found very badly obstructed by fallen timber, and
bridges (five in number) destroyed, with about 200 yards of water at
éach end of causeway, The main body of rebel cavalry fell back in the
direction of Whippy Swamp Post-Office, followed by the Ninth Illinois
Monnted Infantry, supported by the Third Division. Omne company of
rebel cavalry was posted behind a barricade on opposite side of Whippy
#wamp, covering the causeway. They were quickly dislodged, and
before 8 p. m. the road was entirely cleared of obatructions and bridges
rebuilt. The First Division and a large portion of the train was moved
..over during the night. In consequence of the exceedingly bud condi.
tion of the roads, and the rapidity with whick the advance moved, we
found it impossible to bring up the rear (Fourth) division, which went
nto camp about five miles back. At daylight the following morning
the Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry, followed by the Third Division,
moved up the west side of Whippy Swamp, with instructions to proceed
to Angley’s Post-Office, and thence to Rivers' Bridge. The balance of
" the command, First and Fourth Divisions, meved on up the river road,
+skirmighing heavily, but steadily driving the rebel cavalry up to Brox-
“ton’s Bridge, where one regiment was left to engage the attention of
the enemy across the Salkehatchie River. At this point the Ninth
linois Mounted Infantry again rejoined us, and taking the advance
“drove the enemy three miles, making one splendid charge, in which
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upont this and low fat swamp upon the opposite side of the river,
beyond which the enemy was intrenched. We quickly laid a pontoon
bridge about 500 yards below the old crossing, and out of sight and
range of their artillery, over which General Mower passed his division,
deployed and moved forward through the swamp, attacked the enemy
and completely routed him with a loss of one caisson and several pris.
oners, onr loss in this engagement being caly 3 killed and 7 wounded,
The Third and Fourth Divisions had gone into camp covering therear,
During the engagement the Third Division was moved up to the river,
but before it bocame necessary to crosa the enemy had been defeated.
A pontoon bridge was immediately laid at the old crossing, the canseway
repaired, &c., and the balance of General Mower's commaud, including
his urtillery, moved over during the night. ‘The crossing of this river
was second only in importance and the difficulties to be overcome to the
crossing of the Salkehatchie, The night was exceedingly cold. The
men and officers had to wade for near a mile through a dense swamp
in water varying from two to four feet in depth, and remain all night
without blankets or shelter of any description. The enewmy’s force sto-
tioned at this point consisted of about 1,000 infantry, one section of
artillery, and a light force of cavairy, all belouging to General Steven-
son's division, Lee’s corps, Hood's army.

The Third Division moved over at daylight on the fpllowing morn-
ing.and went into position on the right of the Firat Division. On the
following moruing the command moved forward at 7 a. m. The Ninth
Tllinois Mounted Infantry, having returned from Pocotaligo, took the
advance. We first struck the enemy at a barricade about two miles
south of the North Fork of the Edisto River aud about three miles and
a half from Orangeburg. They were guickly routed by our mounted
infantry and. pusbed back to the river, where the enemy opened heavily
with artillery. The cavalry was relieved by the Third Division and
sent to the bridge about ten miles below, on the road to Rowe's Station,
where they encountered the rebel cavalry on this side, forced them
across, and burned thebridge. The skirmisbers of the Third Division
sncceeded in working their way throngh the swamp to the river-bank.
The large bridge had not been destroyed and our skirmishers covered it
so completely that no one dare approach it in daylight; but after night
they succeeded in burning it partislly. General Foree, having discov-
ered a pointon the river about one mile and a half below the bridge not
covered by the enewny, was ordered to withdraw his command, which
was relieved by the Fourth Division, and effect acrossing at that point.
At daylight one section of the pontoon bridge was sent to General
Force, who crossed the river, passed through a small swamp, and
flauked the rebels and compelled them to evacuate in haste. (eneral
Smith, Fourth Division, immediately repaired the bridge and moved
acrogs, and, in connection with the Third Division, moved upon the
town. Some of the rebel cavalry befere leaving fired one of the public
buildings, which commanicating to others destroyed about one-half of
the village. The Third Division destroyed two miles of the railroad
track south of the town.

The command moved out at 7 o'clock on the morning of the 13th
along the Orangeburg Braunch Railroad, destroying the track thor-
oughly up to the State road, twelve miles, and thence we moved along
the State road te a poivt fifteen miles and a half from Orangeburg,
The Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry moved aslong a road east of and
parallel to the railroad to Saint Matthew’s Post-Office. Oun the follow-
ing morning the First [¥ivision aud one brigade of the Fourth Division
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vod along the State road to within one mile and a half of Sandy
Post-Office. The Third Division moved along the railroad with
troctions to destroy it upto the Congaree River. The Ninth Illinois,
pported by one brigade of the Fourth Division, was sent to destroy
e railroad bridge acress the river. They met about 300 rebel cav-
ry on thie side, drove them for several miles and across the river,
sompelling them to burn the bridge in their rear. On the following
proing the command moved forward along the Btate road, in rea. of
je Fifteenth Army Corps, to Bates’' Ferry rond. The enemy, occupy-
ag & strong position on the Congaree Creek, had checked the Fifteenth
my Corps, which moved iz on the road at Sandy Run Post-Office.
Ve then moved by the settlement and plantation roads to Harnell's
pnch, eight iniles and a half from Columbia, One brigade of the
pird Division was sent forward to secure the crossing over Congaree
reek at Taylor's Bridge. They were compelled to wade through sev-
hundred yards of water before resching the bridge, which they
nd destroyed. They crossed the stream, drove iu the rebel pickets,
i intrenched a position covering the erossing. During the night
8 bridgze was rebuilt and a footing for infantry constructed, opsning
s ryoute to flank the force in front of the Fifteenth Army Corps. On
following morning we moved forward at daylight, taking the most
rect roads to Columbia, and meeting with no opposition we soon ascer-
sined that the rebel army had during the night fallen back across the
longaree River, burning the bridge in their rear to prevent pursuit,
Ve moved up to a point oppesite the city and encamped, sending a
opg 8kirmish line to the river in our immediate front. The enemy's
arpshooters kept up an exceedingly apnoying fire from the oppo-
‘ nnk of the river, which compelled us o open upon them and the
r with artillery. (ieneral Butler's cavalry division retreated across
aluda River, barning the bridge, about 300 fect in length, after
. A pontoon bridge was laid across the Saluda River immedi-
y below the old crossing, and the Ninth Hlinois Mounted Infantry,
ported by Second Division, Fifteenth Army Corps, drove the rebel
valry across Broad River and mude an unsuccessful effort to save
@ bridge. The enemy fired the bridge and opened upon them with
rtillery from the cpposite bank.
On the following morning, February 17, the Fifteenth Army Corps
yaving the right of way, we did not commence moving until 9.30 o’clock.
Vhile the Fifteenth Army Corps was laying a pontoon bridge across
oad River, about three miles above the city, Brig. Gen. W, W,
pllknap, commanding Third Brigade, Fourth Division, crossed over
Thirteenth Iowa, Lient. Col. J. C. Kennedy commanding, in a small
Bt boat that he had fitted up for the purpose, and, driving the rear
gard from the city, entered and planted the Stars and Stripes upon
h the old and new capitols, Our advance division (First) arrived
Columbia just atter dark, and, passing through, encamped about one
e and a half north of the e¢ity. The Third aud Fourth Divisious
#re placed in position on the left of the First. February 18, the Ninth
inois Mounted Infantry and one brigade from First Division were
jigned to provost-guard duty. The balance of the command moved
and encamped ou the Charlotte and South Carolina Railroad, six
jles from the city. lleavy details from each division were engaged
g destroying the railroad from Columbia northwesterly nine miles. On
following morning the railroad was thoroughly destroyed up to a
gint fifteen miles from the city. On the 20th the comwand moved
hout opposition to Dako Station, seventeen miles north of the city,
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Bridge and thence down the river rcad to within about three miles of
the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad, and on the following morning
meved across the Neuse River into Goldsborough,

For more detailed statements I reapectfully refer to reports of divis-
ion commanders, A tabulated return is appended.

I cannot close this report without ealling the attention of the com-
manding general to the efficiency displayed by my division command.
ers. Maj, Gen. J. A, Mower, commanding First Division, is deserving
of great praise for the skill shown in crossing the Salkehatchie, South
Ediste, and Pedee Rivers. Brig. Gen. M. . Force, commanding Third
Division, at the North Edisto displayed lis usual ability, and Bvt,
Maj. Gen. G, A, Smith, at Broxton's Bridge, on the Salkehatchie, and
at Fayetteville, deserves special mention, 1 desirespecially to meution
Lieut. Col. 8. T, Hughes, commanding Ninth Illinois Mounted Infan-
try. He, with his command, made several brilliant charges on the
enemy, and was always ready for any service required. To Lientenant-
Colonel Hickenlooper, assistant inspector-general, of my staff, a brave
and gallant officer, my thanks are due for the efficient manner in which
he performed any duty required, Lieut. Col. D. T. Kirby, Twenty-sev-
enth Missouri Volunteers, of my staff, was wounded in a charge on the
enemy at Salkehatchie River and was taken to the rear. By this acci-
dent I lost the services of a gallant and efficient officer. Capt. C.
Cadle, jr., adjutant-general, on my stafl, deserves great praise for the
manner in which he has discharged the daties of that most important
and responsible position, and I have recommended him for promotion
to the rank of lieutenant-colonel om account of the ability, zeal, and
fidelity which he has displayed, To &ll of my staft 1 am indebted for
their cheerful and prompt discharge of duty in the several positious
held by themn,

Respectfully,
FRANK P. BLAIR, Jr.,
Major-General, Commanding Seventeenth Army Corps.

Cupt. A. M. Vax DvkE,
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Army and Department of the Tenncssee,
Appendix A.

Consolidated report of mechanical work ar performed by the pionser corpa of the Seven-
teenth ALrmy Corpd, Army of the Tenneasee, during the campaign from Pocotalige, S.
C., to Goldsborough, N. C., front January 30, 1865, to March 24, 1865,

i H
First | Third | Fourth | qp o

Deacription of work dune, Division. Division.! Diviston.|
Goninro{huill. ................. e yarda. . 13,136 ‘ 24,753 32,915 70 861
Bridges built...... O U do... 133! 303 439 €75
Rafting prepared. . ..ile B O 190
Side cub...oo..s o 25 080 ; 53 840 ) 17,876 | 97,491
Obatructiona of fallen tim! .-du 150 850 150 g0
Infantry foot bridgea. .............. e IT{KIJ

Halt-lestroyed bridgea repuired .

Batteries builtg.......... T do.. & 2 N3 13
Breast-works built. _...... ..yards. 5, (06 4,140 3,505 | 12,741
Railroad track destroyed. . oovovirinrn i do...| 27, 283 25, 44}; 25, 200 X D‘i:(:

Tailroad cniverts destroyed number..
‘I'restic-work destroyed ... ..

Cars destreyoed. ... ...
Car wheels deatroyed. . ... ooveamin i

@ Containing jo alk forty-soven vmirasures,
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Appendix B,

Consolidaled report af forage consumed and animals oaptured on the march from Savan-
nah, Ha., to Foldsborough, N, C., by the Sevenleenth Army Corps.

e

Command,

Horaea, I Mulea, ‘ Corn. ! Hay. Qats, | Fodder.

wil
L 545 | 864 | 573,364 | 3,400 32,880 | 686,700
A—" 1 -

et D895 000 f..........

800 |5, 381, §60 | IS 1, 000, p00

600 1,381, 880 (... ... 325, 000 | 1. 000, QU0

! 13m 62 m‘m! ms s

| 20,000 i i | 432, 000

452 400672 198078 sib2s | e 0w

#th Dlinoia Mounted Infantry: :
Drawn from depot ........oooooun
Captored .-

TOUE warenrnennmrnreeeremnnniias ; i 5 0.9 ... 10,5001 28,200

Appeadix C.

List of casualties, Seventocnth Amgo(}orgu, dm:ng:tké! paign from S an, Ga., to
g, ¥, L.

Di -

Foarth Division._...._.... .
#th Tllinots Mounted Infantry....
Company G, 11tk [llinols Cavalry

‘There were captured 380 prisoners of war and 162 deserters.
APDENDA

HDQRS, DEPARTMENT AND ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE,
Near Rivers’ Bridge, 8. (., February 5, 1865,
Maj. Gen. F, P, BLA1R,
Commanding Seventeenth Army Corps:

GENERAL: Allow e to congratalate you on the success achieved by
Jour command in breaking the line of the Salkehatchie, The enemy
chose » position of incomparable strength and met us at every cross-
ing with defiant boldness. Your First Division, under Major-Genersl

25 R E—VOL XLVIL, PT I



THAR, LIXK.
680 OPERATIONS IN X. €., 8. C., 8. GA., AND E. FLA.  (Cnae. LIX far. LIX.) THE CAMPAIGN OF THE CAROLINAE. 681

The entire casualties during the eampaign have been 12 killed, 40
wounded, 20 missing in aection, snd & captared while foraging; 3 have
deserted. 5

After having a little rest the regiment will be in fine condition for
further service.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Buty. On the 19th it was relieved by General Grover's division,of the
Deteenth Corps, which then artived from the Army of the Bhenan-
h. Af this time the other divisions of the corps had crossed the
ver at SBavannah snd advanced as far up on the other side as Parys-
irg. I was under orders te follow us soon as possible. Very heavy
dna set in on the 19th and lasted night and day until the 23d, over-
‘wing the country on hoth sides of the river, and rendering the roads
passable either for troops or trains. I was therefore directed to
rait farther orders. January 24, the storin ceased and the wenther
8w clear and cold. Jannary 25, clear, freezing weather; received
ders to march to-morrow toward Sister’s Ferry, following the Four-
inth Corps; later in the day the order was countermanded and I was
ted to report for special instructions to Major-General Sloeuin,
mmanding Left Wing, January 26, weather continued clear aand
¥y eold; received orders to march at 8 a. m, to-morrow by the route
icated in the previous order.
"My division at the opening of this campaign was organized as foliows:
8t Brigade, Bvt. Brig, Gen. A, Pardes, commanding; Fifth Ohio
ran Volunteers, Lieut. Col. R, Kirkup; Twenty-ninth Ohio Veteran
lunteers, Ca%t. J. Bchoonover; Bixty-sixth Ohio Veteran Volunteers,
t. Ool. E. Powell; Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Veteran Volun-
, Col. John Flynn; One hundred and forty-seventh Pennsylvania
an Volunteers, Lieut, Col. John Craig. Effective strength of bri-
e: Officers, 68; enlisted men, 1,777,
ond Brigade, Col. G. W. Mindil, commsaunding: Thirty-thitd New
8y Volunteers, Lieut. Col. E. Fourat; Seventy-third Pennsylvania
beran Volunteers, Capt. 8. D. Miller; One Lundred and ninth Penn-
fivania Veteran Volunteers, Capt. William Geary; One hundred and
fasteenth New York Volunteers, Col. J, T, Lockinan ; One hundred and
tty-fourth New York Volunteers, Lieut., Col. A. H. Jackson; One
ed and fifty-fourth New York Volunteers, Maj. L. D. Warner.
tive strength of brigade: Officers, 72; enlisted men, 1,145,
Phird Brigade, B‘;t. Brig. Gen. H. A. Barnum, commanding : Sixtieth
York Veteran Volunteers, Capt. A, B. S8hipman; Oune bundred and
edNedetgl:kt Veberat;hvl&)luut;ers,%ieut. Col. H. 8, Chatfield; One
i . ent since leavi ] and thirty-seventh New York Volunteers, Maj. M, B, Eldredge;
boi-ol:lag‘{:: 11:;) réu:sualtles to Teport in the reghment since leaving Golda- ?&nvgrsg al?dtflogy_mnth New York Volunteers, Capt. H. N Bﬁrz
1 ani, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, a ’Onaehu)l:t.(lll:'gd an‘:{l ];?g]vmtl;la g"“’m“l Volunteers, Maj. . E. John-
F. H. WEST, 3 Qe b o A venth Pennaylvania Veteran Volunteers,
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. - 4 gsxrn er. Effective strength of brigade: Officers, 92;
[t | .

Capt. A. E. LEE, A, A. 4. G, 3d Brig., 18t Div., 20tk Army Corps, otal effective strength of division: Officers, 261; eniisted men,

F. H. WEST,
Colonel, Commanding Regiment

Capt. ALFRED E. LEE,
Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Brig., First Div,, 20th Corps.

HEADQUARTERS THIRTY-FIRST WISCONSIN VOLUNTEERS,
Near Washington, D. C., May 27, 1865,

OAPTAIN: In pursuance of Circular 112, brigade headquarters, 26tk
instant, I have the honor to make the followiu‘g report of operations of:
this regiment since leaving Goldsborough, N, €.:

The regiment marcled from Goldsborough April 10, 1865, on Raleigh
road, in northwestern direction. About 12 m. on this day, and after
marching, kay twelve miles, the First Division leading, encounterad
a small force of the enemy. The regiment was lLere formed in line
battle, with the brigade, and moved forward across an extensive plan.
tation. After some skirmishing with the enemy by the troops i
advance they retired without engagement. Nothing of interest oceur:
on warch to Raleigh, where the regiment arrived on the 13th of Apri
The regiment remained in camp near Raleigh until April 23, when
marched to Jones' Cross-Roads, about thirteen miles sonthwest o
Ruleigh. The regiment remained bere until the 28th of April, wheny
Johnaton having surrendered to General Sherman, it returned 4
Raleigh. Onthe30th of April the regiment left Raleigh on march home.
ward, and on the 9th of May arrived in vicinity of Manchester, Va.

May 11, the regiment marched towsrd Alexandria, Va,, passing through
the ¢ity of Richmond this day, arriving in the vicinity of Alexandria
on the 19th instant. Here the regiment remained in camp till the 24
instant, when it marched through Washington, D. C., in review, to itg
present [encamnpment],

entire train comprised 139 army wagons and 33 ambulances.
een pack-mules were allowed to each regiment, Other pack-nules
adquarters, &c., 13; total pack train, 234 mules.
£y supply train was loaded ns followa:

No. 154, 3

Reports of Brt. Maj. Gen. John W. Qeary, U. 8. Army, commandi T
Second  Division, of eperations danuary 19-Mavck 25 end Ap

10-May 24, :
HeADpQUARTERS SECOND Division, TWENTIETH CORPR,

Qoldsborough, N, C., March 26, 1865,

CoLONEL: I have the honor to submit the following report of tk

operations of this division from December 21, 1864, the date of th

occupation of Savannah, until March 24, 1865, when we reached Gold

borough:
From the 21at of December, 1864, until the 19th of January, 1865, th

command was encamped in the eity of Savannah performiug garrison}

is inclunded three days’ rations carried in baversacks.
wagons contained seven days’ forage for animals.
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river; distance, five miles. - February 20, my division in the center
marched at 2 p. m., following the First Division; crossed Broad River
on a loug pontoon bridge at I'reshly’s Mill aund moved forward toward
. Winnsborough. A short distance from the river we crossed the Abbe-
wille railroad, which is a cheap structure of stringer track and strap
“rail. Following a very miry and unfrequented road through woods and
fields, we forded Little River, a deep, rapid stream thirty yards in
-~ width, and at Colonel Gibson’s house entered a main road to Winns.
borough. Here, turning to our left, we moved forward on this road,
- Which we found an excellent one, through a very hilly country, and
- encamped within nine miles of Winusborough. 'The eountry on our
route to-day was o rich one, and forage and supplies were plentiful.
The soil was a good, rich fomn, with subsoil of yellow or red clay;
distance, seven miles, February 21, the division in advance, disen-
cambered, marched at 6.30 a. m. toward Winusborough, which we
reached without opposition at 11 a. m, When within two miles of the
town I saw heavy smoke arising from it, aud double-quicked my two
advance regiments in order to reach it in time to arrest the contlagra-
tion. This we effected with much labor, my troops performing the part
:of firemen with great efficiency. About one square was burned before
#he fire could be arrested. A large number of foragers from various
corps were found in the town. These were sent to their commands,
and Brevet Brigadier-General Pardee, with his brigade, was directed to
§. oocupy the town, while my two other brigades commenced destroying the
Eoailroad northward, three miles and a half of which they destroyed

t effectunily during the afternoon, burning the ties and other tim.
. m and twisting every rail. Winusborough is a pretty town of about
00 population, the seat of justice for Fairfield District. Among its

ents were many refugees from Charleston. The surrownding
untry is well farmed and furnished abundance of supplies, which
ere brought in by our foraging parties; distance to-day, nine miles,
February 22, my Second and Third Brigades contiuned destroying
p railroad track toward White Oak Station. Pardee’s brigade

wum’s brigade with Stephens’ battery of artillery to occupy and liold
Lexsington, and went myself with General Barnum. A large force of:
the enemny’s cavalry was reported in sight in '.md.arpuud Lexington.
On reaching s bill overlooking the town and within easy artillery
range of it, I posted my artillery and advanced the skirmish line,
The rebel cavalry retired before us and the town was occupied and held
by Barnum’s brigade without any opposition. Cold rain all day, freez-
ing as it fell, aloug the route of mareh; country billy; soil poor and
sandy; population, poer whites and very few of them; distance,
eleven miles and a half. Lexington, the county seat of the district, is ;
quite a pretty place. Private property was strictly protected while !
my troops eceupied it and no houses were burned. . .
February 16, my division in tho rear, covering the entire trains of the'
corps, moved at 10 a. m, on the Two-Notch road toward Columbis,:;
following the other divisions which had advanced disencnmbered
crossed the newly projected railroad from Colambia to _Gra.nltevxlle, o
which the rebels had until within a few days been working a very large
force of negroes; my troops captured a large quantity of shovels an
pickaxes yesterday on this road near Lexington. At the point where
we crossetl this railroad the Twe-Notch road enters the road from Lex
ington to Columbia, on whichweadvanced and found the corps eucam
ment within four miles and a half of Columbia; roads hilly, but gen
erally good; soiland inhabitants both poor; water in this region scarce
distance, seven wiles, February 17, my division in the center, follow:
ing the I'irst Division, marcbed at 9 a. m. to Leaghart’s Mill, on:
Twelve-Mile Creek; there we found the Fourteenth Corps marching
toward the Saluda River, and encamped with the restof our owu corpsy;
while the Fourteenth Corps, Kilpatrick's cavalry, and our wagon trains
were to push forward and cross the Salnda af Hart's Ferry during :
night, if possible. Two corps of the rebel Army of the Tenues
(Cheatham’s and 8. D. Lee’s) were reported to be to-day beyond Lexz.
ington, moving amog:d the ?ah‘d“ olgavg; é;l‘n)%ﬂaggrﬁabe i(:irca of th X
Tps s estimn at from & ; distance, five ml e . ; . : i
%ﬁ%rg;rgslsﬁf moved forward early in the morning, but were detaine me%h;-)gu d}‘l‘tr{t “; glnnﬂb”fi’v‘ﬁt‘l 1:‘1’1:111 li]blﬁtﬁeﬂ::f thl? a-:ll:ly hﬁ
by the trains ahead from crossing the pontoon bridge at Hart's Fe ward Rock & Mo ne P I:OIIA{ o | D, eft the wl;, ¥ h &T ro
until 11 a. m.; crossed the river and woved forward in advance of thef rough the 5{)%&“01. mi’s P co. D l}&g Ol(lil 009913; ion o ) inns-
corpy, following the route of the Fourteenth Corps toward Freshly g Li G “‘; derH&S preserved and RH;B property pro.
Mill, which is on Broad River, near the mouth of Wateree Creek d. Lieat. Gen. Wade Hampton, commanding the enemy’s cavalry
which point the Left Wing was to cross; encamped at 4 p. m, at Rave , had lefthwwh_ the mayor a note pledging his word that any men
croft’s Mill, the wagon train of the Fourteenth Corps being park Oul‘n?:'én%fwﬂ:)e might 1f’e left lﬁ ﬂ{,‘i %’e"m ?L:mgﬁlofds after the‘
mile ahead; weather delightful; roads geuerally good; country v ury if overtaken g‘“:ll;} '%}G?I?Birgg p Atp;l(z)e it mua;':e;ptfl
hilly and well farmed; north of the Saluda the soil chalt&ges t.qta: sl B vor and citizens %( lef)é bo mountl;ad. e o %n y pr::)qvoi " gua.rde
333{.’:;;.‘;1\"3‘?1:'?&13?33tﬁiﬁé‘:ﬂa{’iﬁimf‘Zligﬁﬂﬁﬁ'w oy LIS W -eitilzl'.ens of the town, after our departure, organized themselves
Febroary 19, my division in rear, moved at 2 p. m. Following th ixt;toest?hzw?l:i:%n’ {lljl('i“’ﬁ ‘;‘;t a ﬁe“" Btl(‘{'igg‘li‘f: ““:1“1_?“1' fa.trm.y Wi:o
' Alston road two miles, we turned to the right on the road leading n until o detl'whn:et{:t of[gﬁﬂéggregéocagzlr ‘:l‘; ﬁ%}ﬂ Y In z h:
. Freshly’s Mill, sending Mindil's brigade one mile and a half up 6 mornin \:Vho o o v o v ﬂ %e Serm the.mwn
| Alston road to hold it.  Half 2 mile beyond the divergence of the en the tw% wards Joft the )go e fthe {0 cour v?ded eir émger.
1 found the First Division frains in park, moving out very slowly by th g it Tllx ple ot the town c1:0 : around them
'made road through the woods. Parked my train, waited two honsd P,}'.e;: L '3,‘(1]' P—"l’:‘ itude. The men ;ﬂ.]g]lﬂed me Sd]f;e y the next morun.
for the trains preceding, and then took the main road to Freshly's Mill§ ke “‘(;ﬁl ﬁtﬂ fWBrS & Velyt;']emar aS e &‘n% in It e mldgrt, of suc)l a
over which, by considerable corduroying, my trains mwoved withod ‘3" as h*"[ 0 01_111]‘ alrmyth ;Ou.‘(!lhe, 01;. alro m%‘.] After leaving
dificulty. Eucamped in line faced to the rear on the right of the F an o mugt‘ tmm(] od wi A alxl‘ ee’s rsngz.u elto %te_rtga OChurch,
Division, my right resting on the viver near the mill, Weather w y BccoTding to orders sent to t‘ ent, my Second and hll', Brigades
and plea.:xant- country of the same character as ou yesterday’s marehy me.  There we encamped for the night, near Morgan’s division,
roads good generally, but very miry for two miles before reaching ti enth Corps.  The amount of railread track thoroughly destroyed
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north of Winnsborough by my Second and Third Brigades was seven
mi'os and a half; distance to-day, seven miles. February 23, marched
at 6.30 a.m.; passed through Morgan’s camp, and two miles beyond
Wateree Church took the right-hand read for Rocky Mount Fost-Office,
on Catawba River, which we reached st 3 p. m. There I found th
train of the First Division crossing on a pontoon bridge, the troops of 3
both the other divisions having crossed early in the day. This river.
crossing was one of the most difficult imaginable. The river was 250
yards wide and spanned by » single pontoon bridge. At the end of the:
bridge the steep, narrow road wound up a very high bill, which the.
trains after crossing ascended with great difficulty and only by the.
assistance of the troops. The soil everywhere was treacherous, and -
the roads were deep and miry. At 5.45 p. m. my command began to
cross. A cold rain had set in, the night was very dark, and the roads-
became almost impassable, requiring continual repairs, All of my
troops were distributed along the train to push the wagons thgouhg;d:
which gave about twelve men to each wagon. By 10 p..m, iy train
crossed, excepting eighty-tive wagons, fifty-five of which were a portio
of the cavalry train under my charge. At that hour General Kilpat-
rick was ordered to cross with his cavalry division. The troops an
trains then over encamped three miles from the river on the road
toward Hanging Rock Post-Office. Heavy rain continued during th
night; distance to-day, seventeen miles, The day's work “was &
excessively fatiguing one, .

February 24, at daylight I went to the bridge and gave my personal s
supervision to crossing the remainder of my trains, which were all over §
by 10a.m. The entire road after leaving theriver became impassable, 3
and my troops corduroyed it, using for the purpose, wherever they werey
at hand, the rail fences, in other places cutting pine saplings and other:g
timber. = At 9 a, m. moved forward two miles; there was delayed by the
trains preceding me until 4 p. m., when we again moved forward to
miles and encamped with the rest of the corps at a point whera th
Seventeenth Corps, having taken the wroug road, erossed our route,
We cordaroyed the entire read on which we marched to-day, the soff
being of a quicksand nature. The rain continued all day, growin
very cold toward night; distance, four miles. February 25, remain
in camp, the Seventeenth Corps occupying the entire day in movin
out of the road of our corps. €Cold; heavy rain continued until mi
night, February 26, my division in the center marched at 7 a. m., fo
lowing the Third Division, and having in my charge the trains of thakj
division and my own. For three miles, to Russell Hill, we moved ¢
the road taken yesterday by the Seventeenth Corps, At that pointw
diverged to the lett, and at 1.30 p. m. reached Hanging Roek Pos
Office, where we encamped. The weather to-day was warm and cleaty
Two-thirds of the road had to be corduroyed for our trains. In inosks
places fence rails were abundant, and were quickly brought into requ
pition. The snrface of the country siuce leaving Catawba River is
crust with quicksand underneath. Wagons and animals everywh
except on the corduroy breke through the crust to the depth of thre
feet or more, Hanging Rock Post Office is near a creek of the asw
name. Near the ford where the main road crosses is & large projec
rock on the hill-side overhanging the stream, and giving it its desi
tion., The place is noted as the scene of one of the minor confiie
of the Revolution, with which this State abounded in the days
Marion, Sumter, Cornwallis, and Tarleton; distance to-day, nine mila
Febrnary 27, weather warm, threatening rain. At 2 p. m. cros

Hanging Rock Creek by a good ford with smooth, rocky bottom, and
~ehcamped two miles beyond on Rallings’ farm. The soil continues
treacherous and full of quicksands; distance, three miles. February
28, 8t 6.30 8. m, marched disencumbered in advance of the corpstoward
- 'Little Lynch's Creek, which we crossed ou a good bridge, and encamped
_at noon near Clyburn’s Store. My division, in the advance, corduroyed
- @ great part of the road for the trains. This work was necessary, even
‘where the road seemed to be solid, for in most places it was only acrust
with substratum of quicksand and water. Since leaving Catawba
“River I had organized for each brigade a foree of mounted foragers
nder good officers, it being found impracticable in this thinly settled and
?oorly farmed region to feed the command by infantry details. These
oragers to-day took possession of the mills on Big Lynch's Creek
elve miles in advance, and furnished the command with several da.ys;
supply of meal by collecting the corn and grinding it in these milla,
hey also seized several bridges on the same creek, and received orders
ﬁ'ml!,: melto hold them until the main columns arrived; distance to-day,
ight miles,
%[arch 1, my division m rear, moved at 11,40 a, m.; crossed Big
t‘Buffalo Creek, and farther on, Lynch’'s Creek, where we fonnd a good
"bridge at Miller's Mill. Slightrainallday. Theroads, generally, were
pod. At the hills bordering ou the creeks we had considerable cor-
uroying to make. The eountry was poor, with sandy soil, and thinly
*settled by ¢ poor whites;” distance, twelve miles. March 2, division
A vear, following the Third Division train, moved at 9.30 a. m. by &
Yord running due east,and intersecting at Johnson’s farm with the
nain Camden and Chesterfield road. At Big Black Creek, which we
bed at noon, I found the trains of both the preceding divisions in
irk, awuiting the conatruction of a bridge. Here toward evening I
deeived orders from Major General Slocum to encamp for the night;
o Jearned that the First Division was already in occupation ef Ches-
fleld Court-House, fourteen miles distaut. The roads to-day wers
ally good. The weather continued cold and rainy, the country
rren and thinly populated; distance, six miles., March 3, marched
6.30 a. m. Was delayed an hour repairing the bridge over Big Black
teek, which was in very bad condition. At Big Bgack Creek, which
‘reached at 9.30 a. m., I found the trains of the 'Third Division not yet
of their park of last night. At 10.30 o'clock we crossed Little
ok Creek, farther on Smith's Mill Creek, and at 1 p, m., at a little
eam two miles beyond, found the Third Division trains again parked.
it 2. p. m. moved forward again, being delayed frequently duriug the
bernoon by the trains preceding. The road from Smith’s Mill Creek
p'Chesterfield was in very bad condition and we had te corduroy a
eat part of it. Reached Chesterfield Court-House at 9 p. m. and
ieamped with the other divisions of the corps. Weather to-day,
ibwery, clearing off toward night. Some of my foragers to-day went
p far north as Wadesborough, N. ., from which they were driven by
rebel cavalry; distance, fifteen miles. March 4, my division in the
Wnter, covering my trains and those of the leading division, marched
7 a. m.; cressed Abram’s Creelr, Little Westfield and Big Westfield
rooks, and encamped near Sneedsborough, covering the plank road
ich rans from Wadesborough to Cheraw. The roada were of the
st description, the entire surface of the country being quicksand,
bad to be corduroyed, Country poor und thinly settled, yetour
ers brought in abundant supplies, mostly from the regions i)etween
and Wadesboroagh; distance, ten miles. March 5, remained in
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No, 211,

Reports of Capt. Thowmas 8. Sloan, Battery B, Pennaylvania Light Artil-

lery, of operations January 37-Maerch 24 and April 10-May 26,

Hoges. INDPY, BATTERY E, PENNSYLVANIA ARTY.,
Near (foldsborough, Marck 25, 1865,

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report the following operations of

this battery during the campaign just ended:

Battery left Savannah, Ga., January 27, marching with Second
Division on road toward Augusta; arrived ab S:_st_er’s Ferry January
29, and remained in cawp until February 4, awaiting the completion

of the bridge over the Savannah River,

Crossed the river on morning of February 4 and marched via Rob-
ertsville, Lawtonville, end Duck Branch Post-Office, joining the other
divisions of the corps on the 10th at Blackville, on Central [South Caro-
lina] Rairoad. Continuned our march over South and Nerth Forks of
Edisto, crossing Saluda River six_miles above Columbia on the 18tk
and Broad River on the 20th. Euncamped at Winnsborough on the
21st. Crossed Catawba River on the 23d and took the road via Hang-

ing Rock to Chesterfield Court-Honse, where we arrived on March 2,

QOur march was continuned over Pedee River at Cheraw, and thence
where we encamped on the evening of the 11th. Had

to Fayetteville
one man wounded on the 11th while ont with foraging party near Fa

etteville. Marched from Fayetteville with Second Division on thé
15th in charge of corps wagon train. Six men of the battery weré 3
captured by the enemy on the 16th while out with foraging detail of
Second Division. Rejoined the corps on morning of March 20, but
too late to take any partin the action. Marched thence on the 22d

and arrived at Goldsborough on the 24th. ) ‘ .
No ammunition was expended by the battery during the campa
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HpQRS. INDPT. BATTERY E, PENNSYLVANIA ARTY.,
Near Washington, D, C., May 26, 1865,
- LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to submit the following report of
operations of this battery since leaving Goldsborough, N, O,
. Battery marched from Goldsborough on morning of April 10,
Encountered mounted parties of the enemy in small force about eight
milea from town and continued skirmishing with them thronghoat
the day. FEzxpended sixteen rounds of ammunition. Moved on to
Raleigh, which we entered on the 13th, with nothing of importance to
e. Up to this men and animals were subsisted to a certain extent off
the country, Woe eaptured probably 100 pounds of bacon and the same
gmount of flour and corn meal. The forage taken was so small an
fmount that no mention of the same is necessary. We remained in the
ricinity of Raleigh until April 30, when the line of march was taken
gp for Richmond, near which we arrived on the 8th of May.
£ The march was resumed on the 1(th, passing through Richmond
d coming, via Hanover Junction, Spotsylvania, &e., to Alexandria,
¥here we encamped on the afternoon of the 19th. A large number of
fhe animals were worn out and died on the march, owing to the small
ount of forage obtained and the rapidity of the marching, The
botal number 8o lost since leaving Raleigh amounts to twenty-five.
I have no casualties to report during the different arches.
* Recapitulation: Ammunition expended, 16 rounds; horses lost, 25.
- Very respectfully, your obedient servaunt,
THOS, 8. BLOAN,
Captain Independent Battery E, Pennsylvania Artillery.

Q:-'Lieut. EpwARD HAMMANN,
Acty. Asst. Adjt. Gen,, Artillery Brigade, 20th Army Corps.

ok

On the march both men and animals have been subsisted off the No. 219,
country. We have consumed in all 75,000 pounds of corn and 50,000
pounds of fodder. The men have consumed about 4,000 pounds of port of Bot. Maj. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick, U. 8. Army, anding

flour, 2,000 pounds of corn meal, and 2,000 pounds of potatoes, with
probably 5,000 pounds of ham or bacon and 3,000 pounds of fresh
meat. But few animals were captured and those mostly of an inferjot
kind. Ten horses and fifteen mules sum up the number taken by this
command, and the same amonnt was tarned over to quartermaster’d

deﬁzcrtment from our worn out stock.

apitulation: John Drew, wounded March 11; William C. Taylor;
'W. R. Canham, 8amuel Cowley, Wellington Stewart, James D. Walker,

and Robert McChesney, captared March 16. Horses takern, 10; mul
taken, 15, Consumed: Corn, 75,000 pounds; fodder, 50,000 ponnda
flour, 4,000 pounds; corn meal, 2,000 pounds; potatoes, 2,000 ponnds
ham and bacon, 5,000 pounds; trg(slh meat, 3,000 pounds.
Yery respectfuliy, your obedient servant,
) ’ THOS. S. BLOAN,

Captain,

Uient, W. H. MICKLE,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Arty. Brig., 20th Army Corps.

Third Cavalry Division, of operations January 28-March 24,

Hpgrs, CavALRY COMMAND, ARMY OF INVASION,
Mount Qlive Station, N. C., April 5, 1865,

‘Major: I have the honor to submit the following repert of the part
en by my command in the recent campaign throngh the Carolinas,
to the ocoupation of Goldsborongh:

'On the morning of the 28th of January, in aceordance with instrue.
n8 from the general-in-chief, 1 left my encampment on the Ogeechee,
after one of the most difficult marches reached Sister’s Ferry Jan-
y 30. Went into camp and here remained till February 3, when
‘bridge over the Savannah having been completed we crossed;
4l the swamp beyond and encamped on firm ground about Rob-
Ile, 8, C. My command consisted of three brigades of cavalry,
ercntly mounted, badly armed; one battery of horse artillery, six
Captain Beebe commanding, and a small brigade of dismounted
n under the cominand of Lieutenant-Colonel Way; in all, 5,068 men
jaty. Notwithstanding the thany disadvantages under which we
ored, by moderate marches at first and great eare of the apimals
sommand improved from day to day, and or reaching Goldsborough
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was without question, despite the long and difficnit marches, pumerons
skirmishes, atfairs, and battles, in better condition than at the com-
mencement of the campaign. .

From Robertaville my command moved to Lawtonville, thence to
Allendala. After pushivg well in toward Augusta, driviog a brigade
of rebel eavalry before us, [ turned short to the right and struck the
Salkehatchie just below Barnwell. The enemy, about 300 atrong,
occupied a well-chosen position behind earth-works upon the oppesite
side, commanding the bridge. The bridge was already on fire, but
the Ninth Ohio Cavalry. Colonel Hamiiton, Ninety-second Illinois
Mounted Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Van Buskirk (dismounted), gal-
lantly dashed through the swamp, men wadiug in the water up to their
armpits, crossed the stream on trees felled by our pioneers, and, nnder
cover of arapid fire of artillery, gallantly carried the werks, driving the
enemy in confasion toward the town of Barnwell. Only a portion of the
bridge bad been destroyed nnd was quickly repaired, and we entered
the town of Barnwell at 4 p. m., having marched twenty-one miles.

OPERATIONS IN N. C., 8. €., 8, (GA.,, AND E. FLA,

The following morning atruck the railrond at Blackville, driving & .

brigade of Wheeler's cavalry from the tewn. My advance was engaged
alone with the enemy at this point. It was a very spirited affair, in
which Colonel Jordan, Captain Estes, my assistant adjutant-general,
and Captain Northrop greatly distingunisked themselves. Here the
command rested on the road, destroying track during the 7th and
8th, and on the evening of the 8th moved up the road in the direc-
tion of Augusta to Williston Station. After posting pickets on the
varions roads leading from the town, and before going into camp, an
attack was made upon Colonel Spencer’s command, holding the direct
road to Augusta. [ directed this officer to move out at once with his
brigade and feel of the enemy and ascertain his strength. A spirited
fight ensued, in which six regiments of Major-General Allen’s division,
of Wheeler’s cavalry—-First, Third, Beventh, Ninth, Twelfth, and Fifty-
first Alabama—were totally routed. Colenel Spencer alone conducted
the fight, displaying much skill and great gallantry. Several hundred
stand of arms were abandoned by the enemy and left scattered along
the road. One officer and many men were killed and a large number
wounded. Beveral prisoners were taken.
the enemy 8o close for a distance of seven or eight miles that he was
finally forced to leave the road and scatter through the woods and
swamps in order to escaps. Colonel Spencer brought back as trophies
from the fight five battle-flags. I remained at this point till 10 a, m.
the following day, one-third of my entire command being employed
destroying track, Some three miles were effectnally destroyed,
together with the depot and two cals.

February 9, moved to Windsor and thence to Johnson’s St.at::)ers.

deatroying portions of the railroad. Up te that peint I had mo
from Blackville in such & manner and had so maneuvered my

as if I was the advance of the main army moving on Augnsta. On the
morning of the 11th I found that the movement was a success. Wheeler

had left the Edisto unguarded, uncovered Columbia, snd by marching
all day and night reached Aiken at daylight on the morning of the

11th with his entire command, Tomake certain of this, General Atkina,
cornmanding brigade, was directed to move out of my worke at Jobn-
son's Station and make a reconnaissance in the direction of Aiken.
His advauee, without opposition, entered the town and a moment after-
ward was most furiously attacked by Wheeler's entire command.

General Atkins fell back, fighting gallantly, disputing every foot of

Colonel Spencer pressed )
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ground, to my position at Johnsen's Station, giving me sufficient time
to make all necessary dispositions to check the enemy’s farther advance,
At 1l 8. m. Wheeler, with oue brigade, feinted upon my left flank and
charged, mounted, with his entire command. e was handsomely
mpuised, with a loss of 31 killed, 160 wounded, and (0 taken prisoners,
He made no further attack, but fell back to his old position at Aiken,
I remained at this point, destroying track as usual, and coustantly
demonsatrating in the direetion of Augusta, till the night of the 12th,
when I left Wheeler's front, crossed the REdisto at Guignard’s Bridge,
g -and eucamped four miles beyond, picketing the Hdisto as bigh np as
Pine Log Bridge against Wheeler’s cavalry. February 14, encamped
& on the south bank of the North Edisto; crossed on the 15th; moved
well in on the left of the Fourteentlh Army Corps, marching parallel
With it and struck the Lexington and Augustn road, or what was called
in the country the Two Noteh road, northwest of and nine miles distant
K from Lexington. Ouly some 1500 of Wheeler's cavalry had passed
#wpon the road in the direction of Columbia. The majority of his com-
mand, together with Cheatham’s corps, which had been marching for
Colnmbia, was intercepted.

On the 17th crossed the Saluda River; moved north; found that
‘Wheeler had crossed the Saluda and was moving for the railroad
bridge over Broud River at Alston, Marched all day the 18th parallel
& to Cheatham’s corps, rebel infantry, and at some points not over three
% milea distant. A bad stream alone prevented me from striking him in
the flank. He had crossed the Saluda fifteen miles above Lexington
&;rt-llouse, and was now moving northeast, in the direction of New-

I struck the railroad at Pomaria Station, destroying a portion
of the track, the depot, and burned several bridges from that point to
road River. I reached Alston, on Broad River, on the evening of
fhe 18th, and here remained in camp till the evening of the 19th, when
- erossed Broad River, and on the evening of the 20th reached i\!font.i-
o. Found that Wheeler had already crossed the river and was
oving north to Chesterville. From Monticello my command moved to
) ingfield Post-Office, on the Columbia and Charlotte Railroad, and
demonstrated strongly in the direction of Chesterville nuntil the main
niy had secured a crossing over the Wateree River, then drew off
fieross the Wateree and moved to Luncaster, and again strongly demon-
drated in the direction of Charlotte. Here it was found that Hamp-
bon's and Wheeler's combined forees were in my front. By demonstra-
ns and feints, communications, and a well-timed interview with
or-General Wheeler, the enemy was not only deceived as to our real
vements, but the deception was kept up for several days, and it was
wt nntil our army had crossed Lynch’s Creek and the advance had
bually reached Chesterfleld and Cheraw that he discovered his mis-
e. In the meantime porticus of my command had ocenpied Monroe
d Wadeshorough, destroyed many mills and much other valuable
erty. When near Chesterfield the enemy for the firat and only
succeeded in making a single dash upon the infantry columnns of
e Left Wing, and then only chased in the foragers.
The exceedingly bad roads and length of column rendered it imposa-
e for all the roads to be effectually mnarded. Previous to this time
ptain Northrop, of my scouts, had burned all the railroad bridges
the Columbia and Spartanburg Railroad up to and including the one
er Broad River at Shelton’s Ferry,

THE CAMPAIGN OF THE CAROLINAS,
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‘While at Lancaster the following communications were sent to and fated in, I will not only allow but encoutage m i
. " : " ; ¥ people to retalinte man for man.
received tfrom Major-General Wheeler by flag of truce, and a number : Mho ‘“"’o}";i:fz':;g cf‘“' th!; tltmﬁnt- lfr ﬂﬁrassfﬂ from my command kre found iu

v . . the hounea ommitilng any ouirages whatever, my own people are directed
of prisoners were exchanged fo shoot them u&on the spot, and of course I expect omos;" and ,B;dim of your

BEADQUARTERS CAVALRY COMMAND, ARMY OF INVASION, mmand'todo @ aame,
In the Field, 8. C., February 22, 1865, Iam alive to the fact that I am surrounded by citizens as well as soldiers, whoss

Major-General WHRELER - Bitter hatred to the men I have the Lonor to command did not originate with thi
Commanding C. 8. ’(;mm;,.y_. 3 war,and I expect that some of my men will be killed elsawhere thaﬁn t.h: bn::;:
GENERAL: Yenterday a liontenunt and seven men aud o sergoant of a battery were Beld, %ﬂt I kuow “?dfh‘" rot hesitate to apply o sure remedy in each case.

taken prisoners by ono of yourvegiruents—if I am correctly informed, a Texas regi. ory respectfully, your obediout ecrvant, J. KILPATRI

. ATRICK
Brevet Major-General, Commanding Cavalry

ment-—armed with Spencer earbines and commanded by  lientenant-colonel. Thia
oﬁicerdxlmd hi; m?, sg‘_t,er a?rranderi“nlg m:e:il :I)rei;lag n{lim:'rmag, warﬁei:elaum:aﬂ{damd
COWa murdered. 1€ 0. DRVEITYIL @ 80 Iound MR - '
sowardly murdered, Nine inu;.; pobe J:i‘eld, 300 one it the road.. Tw Jhad then During the night of the 6th of March my command crossed the Pedee,
throata cut from ear to ear. Thia makes in all eighteen Federal soldiers murdered #nd on the 7th eccupied Rockingham, driving Butler’s cavalry division
yeaterday by your people. Unless aome satisfactory explanntion be made to me befors Hampton’s cavalry, from the town after a considerable skirmish, in
sundown, February 23, 1 will cause eightesn of your xoldiers, now my prisoners, to hioh the rebel General Aiken was killed. O sed Lumber
be shot at that honr, and if this cownrdly aut be repeated, if my people when taken b d afte i B | n tho Sth cn}ss@d Lumber
are not treated in ali cases an prisoners of war should be, I will ot ouly retaliate as ver, and afler the most difficult march over the most horrible ro:
1 Pm’ .1“,:_&;)' .,,,?:im.a;l,b“t th]eire a:?g :;acthbz nrl::;m lggtMH(:ll; 1:};?3. m o P8, and swollen streams, I strnck the rear of Lieuﬁenant—Geu:dr:i
ol my scoutl Rriles along I ne » HO - »
dnet.{sf m;; ?‘o dﬁam% who t‘!'; ill n-zt o;:lg l:ga u.illlllzaulo‘:l:r;:ﬂo“m\gﬁ to take & fearful 3 ‘ t?;:lhzlur'g:d? E&ggli(;‘:]:l(;n: Tgl?l?]lg:;lgf(i:’::gﬁg; thfﬂg’ht:;t)nt?d‘:;d
revenga. Bow ol Do otdler wa » 1ntln [« . - , :
ngl s o oy mapectf_’uuy’ your obedient setvant, Hardee was found to be.rapidly moving for Fayetteville, and from
. J. KILPATRICK, prisoners we learned that Lieuteuant-General Hampton's cavalry was
Brevet Major-General, Commanding Cavalry. ome miles in the rear, but rapidly marching for the same point, I deter-
ined at once tointercept him. By scouts I learned that Hampton was
ing uponr two roads, the Morgantown road and a road three miles
irther to the north and parallel to it just south and east of Solomon’s
olemn] Grove. I posted upon each a brigade of cavalry, and learning
at there was a road still farther north upen which some of the enemy’s
gops might move I made a rapid night’s march with Colonel Spencer’s
ftle brigade of three regiments and 400 dismounted men and one sec-
m of artillery, and took post at the point where the road last men-
boed intersects with the Morgantown road. During the fore part of
eveniug 1 left General Atkins and joined Colonel Spencer with my
¥ and actually rode through one of General Hampton’s divisions
‘eavalry, which by 11 o'clock had flanked General Atking and was
it within three miles of Colonel Spencer. My escort of 15 men
1 officer was captared, but I escuped witk my staff, General Atkins
Colonel Jordan discovered about 9 o’elock that while the enemy
amusing them iz front he was passing with his main force on a road
8 right.  These officers at once pulled out and made every effort to
‘me before daylight but failed to do so, owing to the bad roads and
most incessant skirmishing with the enemy, who was marching par-
to him, and at some points not n mile distant.
amptor had marched all day and rested his men about three miles
n Uolonel Jordan's position at two o’clock in the morning, and just
e daylight charged my position with three divisions of cavalry,
e¢, Allen’s, and Butler’s, Hampton led the center division (Btiiv'3
and in less than a minute had driven back my people, and taken
segion of my headquarters, captured the artillery, and the whole
and was flying before the moat formidable cavairy eharge I ever
witnessed. Colonel Spencer and a large portion of my staff were

HEADQUARTEHS CAVALRY CORPS,
Chesterfield, 8. C., February 22, 1865.

Major-General KiLPaTRICK, U. 8. Army,
Commanding Caralry, do.:

GENERAL: Your dispatch of this date is reseived, and [ am much shosked ot the
statements which it contains. I am aatisfied that you are mistaken in the mnatter,
Ilisve no Texas regiments armed with Spencer rifles. and none cornmanded by &
lisutenant-colonel. The two Texas regiments which belong to my command sre
commanded by captains, and neither wars in any engagement ou yesterday. 1f any
of my regiments were engaged with the eneiny yesterday that fact has not yet besn
reported to me. I will have the matter promptly investigated und see that full jns-
1iee is done. Should the report, however, by any meana prove correct, ¥ prefer thag
the retaliation may be inflicteit upon the parties guilty of the misdeeds, and noi
upon innocent persona. I have no desire whatever to make counter-threats in
Tesponse to those which yon have thought proper to address to me, but shounld
you cause eightsen of my men to be shot because you chanced to find that humbese
of your men dead, I shall regard them as so many marders committed by vou, and
aet accordingly. I trust, hewever, such a painful necessity will not be io
upon me.

l}{"m.u- threat ‘° to burn every houss as far aa your scouts can extend” is of too brutal
a character for me, sad I think for my Goverawment, to reply to.

Respectiully, sir, your obediant servant,
J. WHEELER,

Major-General, C. 8. Army.

HEAPQUARTERS CaVaLiky COMMAND, ARMY OF INVASION,
In the Field, 8, (., February 23, 1555,
Major-Genaral WHERLER,
Commanding Cavalry, C. 8. Army:

GENERAL: Your dlspateh dated Chesterfield, February 22, has just heen received
aod I feel satisfied that you will so fully iuvestigate the gircumstancea attending the
murder of my men that the guilty partiea will be discevered and punished. The rege
iment referred to as being commanded by a lientenunt-colenst may have been cofts
manded by a captain, but certain it 18 that the force was mostly composed of Texsns,

many armed with the Spencer rifle, and my people were shot by crder of the oficer: ] ) 0 1 0

in command, One of my acouts, a relinble man, was with this force all day, an ) ;tai;:m gns{mers' On foot I succeeded in gaining the caval

testified to the fact that not only were these men referred 1 murdered, but that tha pafew hundred yards in the rear, and found the men fighting wit
¥ bels for their camp and animals and we were finally fo back

enera] conversation of your men was that they would take no more prisoners. L
ope you may be able te turnish sume reason that may in a degree justify the coures;
taken by your men, .
You speak in ¥our communication of my threat to burn houses, &c., 89 heing ‘i
brutal for you or your Government to entertain,” No matter how brutal it mag
seent, I have the power and will enforee it to the letter, and more, 1f this courss &

8 500 yards farther to & swamp impassable to friend or foe, The
y, eager for plunder, failed to promptly follow ua up. We rallied
once advanced upon him. We retook the cavalry eamp, and,
aged by our anecess, charged the enemy, who was endeavoring



